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Spring Wheat in Northwest Kansas

Lucas Haag, Ph.D., Extension Agronomist
K-State Northwest Research-Extension Center, Colby

K-State Southwest Research-Extension Center, Tribune

Spring Wheat

• 1915-1950: Averaged less than ½ of WW

• 2001-2005: Averaged 49% of WW (28-56%)

• 2019: Averaged 43% of WW (36-55%)
Colby, Kansas Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat, 2001-2005

Winter Wheat Spring Wheat

Mean of Top LSD 

Group
Mean

2001 82.1 46.0

2002 43.2 12.1

2003 78.7 42.4

2004 60.1 30.3

2005 78.2 37.5

Average 68.5 33.7

R. Aiken, 2008. unpublished data.
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$0.84/bu

Plus the 
difference in 
fallow cost

Spring Wheat

• So why would you do this?
– Fallow alternative

– Potential marketing opportunities for spring wheat

• Unknowns
– Any economic return will be contingent on growing 

satisfactory quality, can we consistently do that in 
our environment?

• Be Aware
– Different market class than HRWW, cannot be 

blended.  However, white is a different story
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K-State Dryland Spring Wheat Variety Trial Summary, 2019-2021

Thomas 

Dryland

Thomas 

Dryland

Thomas 

Dryland

Rooks 

Dryland

Variety
2019 2020 2021 2021

2-Year 

Average

4-Year 

Average

LCS Cannon 55.9 23.6 53.8 50.7 . 46.0

WB9590 47.4 24.3 54.9 44.8 . 42.9

LCS Trigger 46.0 21.0 52.4 52.0 . 42.9

WB9719 41.7 21.7 54.0 41.0 . 39.6

LCS Rebel 42.4 20.6 49.4 40.6 . 38.3
WB9707 . . 49.4 42.2 45.8 .

ND VitPro . . 47.0 38.0 42.5 .

ND Prohberg . . 42.6 36.0 39.3 .

WB9479 46.1 21.6 . . 33.9 .

WB7202CLP 44.6 22.5 . . 33.6 .

MS Chevelle 43.1 23.5 . . 33.3 .

MS Barracuda 43.8 22.6 . . 33.2 .

SY Valda 43.1 18.8 . . 31.0 .

MS Camaro 40.1 21.2 . . 30.6 .

SY Rustler 41.3 19.0 . . 30.2 .

AP Murdock . . 44.5 . . .

AP509-2 . . 46.4 . . .

MS Ranchero . . . . . .

MS Stingray 37.7 . . . . .

SY Ingmar . 22.4 . . . .

WB7328 38.0 . . . . .

WB7589 47.7 . . . . .

WB7696 . 21.9 . . . .

WB9606 . 22.9 49.6 48.2 . .

WB9668 36.7 . . . . .

P>F <0.0001 0.0404 0.0013 0.0016

LSD (0.05) 3.7 3.2 5.8 7.6

Yields in bold represent the top statistical group

2019 was seeded into chem-fallow

2020 was seeded into corn stalks harvested the prior fall

2021 was seeded into corn stalks harvested the prior fall at both locations

Grain Yield, bu ac-1
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Questions?
Lucas Haag, (785) 462-6281, lhaag@ksu.edu, 

www.northwest.ksu.edu/agronomy
Twitter @LucasAHaag


